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Table 1. Results of Croatian T. truncatus skull measurements

1 (em).

Introduction PRV T —

Diff

. . . . M Combined Male Female (%)
Typical bottlenose dolphin skull is elongated antorbitally and , lds wooa ssws
N=91 N=41 N=45

compressed postorbitally. Many skull bones show variation in size and
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Materials and Methods

In order to account for potential ontogenetic variation, juvenile and
adult individuals were separated based on degree of fusion of

maxillary and premaxillary bones. Fifty-nine cranial measurements [ERN N3 N
(Figure 1.) were taken from 96 adult specimens of bottlenose dolphin s ammas eses
collected in Croatia from October 1990 to May 2011. Measurements T gino sey  ssie 2
were conducted with 0.5 — 0.01 cm precision using a caliper. 1508071 13255072 1487502
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Croatian results were compared with the same cranial measuremants (35172138172 (36165 26
of bottlenose dolphin from other seas. (Figure 2.) Figure 1. List of significantly different Measurements: '5::‘:8" ‘Sﬁj‘s” “‘f]‘z‘iﬂﬁ
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males and females significantly differed in 19 measurements, male  process of squamosal, 75. Greatest width of premaxillaries, A smos s
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significantly larger skulls compared to the Adriatic bottlenose antorbital process of left lacrimal, 28. Greatest length of left o s a0l
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coast had significantly smaller skulls than the Adriatic dolphins. teeth-upper left = number of teeth alveoli, 49. Biggest tooth 7. -0 N-d0 Ness
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Table 2.: Results of r-test performed on skull measurements (cm) of 7. truncatus from Croatian Adriatic coast and other world seas. * = Significantly different (p<0.05).
Mean = s.d., N = Sample, Range. (1) - Hersh et al. 1990, (2) - Viaud-Martineza et al. 2008, (3) - Sharir et al. 2011, (4) - Wang et al. 2000, (5) - Charlton - Robb et al. 2011 ,
(6) - Ross 1977, (7) - Robineau & Vely 1997
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